





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































noticed it, the hour had passed by and it was time to go. Gene
thanked the violinist for talking with all of them. He bought some
candy with his quarters, but he was so thoughtful as he went home
that he hardly noticed how the candy tasted. "Mom," he said, "I
think when I go home that I‘11 start again trying to learn the

notes on the paper."
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Once there was a little cat named Sandra who lived in a barn
near a big house. Sandra was not allowed into the house; she was
expected to hunt the mice in the barn. She was given a sufficient
amount of food and water to keep her healthy, but not too much, so
that she would be motivated to hunt the mice. She was a very
efficient mouser, and the barn was kept quite free of mice most
times.

But there came a time when Sandra did not feel well at all.
"What on earth can be the matter with me?"” she thought. She meowed
at the groom who came in to care for the horses. "Ah, little
Sandra," he said, "Soon your kittens will be here." Sandra thought
that people were omniscient, so she never doubted that the groom
knew what he was talking about. She was going to have kittens. She
went back to doing her facial (washing her face with her paw), and
thought about the matter. Sure enough, one day, a kitten was born.
But only one. Cats often have several, but Sandra only had one.
He was very precious to her, and she named him Scoot.

One day, while Sandra was teaching Scoot to hunt for mice, a
strange dog came into the barn. He was just a big puppy, full of
the effervescence of youth, and he thought that chasing the cat and
kitten there was a wonderful idea. He barked and ran at them.
Sandra was terrified. She spat viciously at him, and then she and
Scoot ran as fast as they could towards the house.

The man who lived in the house was a famous scientist, and he
was having several of his scientist friends for a big time of
socializing and talking. The driveway was full of cars, and the

sound of voices came out of the windows. But the dog chased the



cats right up to the house. Sandra and Scoot couldn’t think of
anything else to do. They jumped up onto the windowsill and found
the window open. They wriggled through, leaving the dog behind.
The house inside was magnificent. Some musicians were playing in
one corner of the room on violins and a cello. The two cats slunk
along the wall, looking innocent and hoping no one would see them.
They overheard snatches of conversation. One man said, "But it
would go against my conscience to be involved in an experiment like
that." And another man said, "I’m not at all sure that
certification really helps teachers’ proficiency ..." The cats hid
under a table. But just then, one of the scientists came to get

some food from the table and saw them. He pulled them out, "Well,

well, look what we have here!"™ he said. "George, I thought you
said you didn’t have pets." (George was the name of the man who
owned the house.) *I don’t!" said George. "Those are the barn

cats. We’ll have to put them back out." But suddenly, as he
looked at them, he felt sorry for them.

"Hmmm." he said. "You know, it’s getting kind of cold out in
the barn. Maybe there is insufficient heat out there. 1I’1l1 have
to think about this ..." So, the cats weren’t put out. And they
saw to it that George liked them so much that they never had to
live in the barn again. George made sure they got baths and were
as clean as necessary for sleeping in the house, and they still
went down to the barn to take care of the mice for him, but they
were now house pets. Everyone enjoyed this arrangement, and
whenever he had groups of his scientist friends over, they enjoyed

a portion of the food and listened to the brilliant conversation.



Jack was a young boy who liked to think about space. Space is
the region above and around the planet we live on, which is called
Earth. Jack knew that once men called astronauts had travelled all
the way to the moon, and he 1liked to pretend that he was an
astronaut. He would go out into his back yard and pretend that he
was in the manned module of a space ship. He would talk about
"launching procedure" and pretend that he was on the radio.

Occasionally, Jack got his father to play with him, because
his father thought of the space play as a potentially useful part
of Jack’s science education. His father would consciously plan
space play times in order to teach Jack specific lessons about
space and the planets. Jack took great pleasure in the lessons,
and he loved to ask his father questions about space and the
future.

Jack’s father had to admit that the future of space
exploration was very uncertain. The problem is that space
exploration is so expensive, and the financial value of it (the
value of it for getting money) 1is questionable. Just one
individual cup of water sent to the space station up in orbit above
Earth’s atmosphere costs thousands of dollars.

But even if Jack’s father couldn’t tell Jack with a good
conscience that he would one day grow up to be an astronaut, he did
encourage Jack’s special interest in science. He taught him about
gravity and about why the sun moves during the day. The reason is
that the earth turns every day next to the sun, and so it looks
like the sun is moving across the sky. Jack hoped that some day he

would know even more about space and planets.
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